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said: “It’s beyond my compre- 
hension.” 

Another source said the pub- 
lishers’ stand meant negotia- 
tions for an out - of - court 
settlement “are definitely off.” 
i Before the formal request 
for a Thursday hearing was 
made, Greenbaum, Rifkind, 

' and Manchester’s attorney, 

Carleton Eldridge, held' an 
hour-long conference in Streit’s 
chambers. 

Then Streit took the bench 
and called for motions. At this 
point, Eldridge requested an 
adjournment until Jan. 16 be- 
cause of Manchester’s illness. 

The author, stricken by 
I pneumonia, is on the critical 
.! list at Middlesex Memorial WILLIAM MANCHESTER 
Hospital, Middletown, Conn. 

Hospital authorities said he is<ness and possibly require psy-| 
“much improved and doing very 
well” today. 

Streit agreed to adjourn the 
portion of the hearing involv- 
ing Manchester “provided every- 
thing remains in staus quo, 
by which I mean that Mr. Man- 
chester does nothing further 
with regard to tapes, the let- 
ters and the manuscript of the 
book.” 

JACKIE WANTS TAPES 

He referred to Manchester’s ] 
tapes of a 10-hour recorded 
interview, with Mrs. Kennedy] 
and to letters sent to the late 
President by his wife and| 
daughteeer. Caroline. Mrs. 

Kennedy has asked the court to 
return the tapes and letters 
to her. 


ley an University, in Middle- 1 
town, said the writer had been 
hospitalized for about a month 
last year after working himself] 
into a state of exhaustion. 

LONG WORK DAY 
Payton said Manchester “is| 
almost a" compulsive worker,” 
who spent 16 hours a day work- 
ing on the book. 

“That kind of schedule was 
bound to catch up with him,” 
Payton said. He added that 
Manchester had spent four 
weeks recuperating at Elmcrest 


Hospital, a private psychiatric 
institution in Pprtland, Conn. 

In Middlesex Hospital, Man- 
chester was confined to a 
i$43.50-a-day, air-conditioned, 
fifth-floor private room, al- 
lowed visitors only from his 
| immediate family and forbid- 1 
den telephone calls of “an emo- 
tional or controversial nature,’ 
His temperature was reported | 
back to normal and he was 
being treated with antibiotics. 

The author also was being 
treated for a painful scratch on 


Mrs. Kennedy, on vacation in] 
Antigua, and her brother-in- 
law, Senator Robert F. Ken- 
■ nedy, who is on a skiing holi- 
day in Aspen, Colo., both sent 
Manchester telegrams wishing ] 
.him a speedy recovery. 

The 44 - year - old author’s 
physician. Dr. F. Erwin Tracy, 
said his patient was improv- 1 
. ing and would go off intra- 
venous feeding today and onto] 
a. regular diet. 

But Tracy warned that Man- 
- Chester might suffer a “reac- 
tive depression” after the ill-! 


chiatric 

Manchester began to feell 
sick Saturday and came down 
with chills and fever on Sun-| 
day night, the physician said. 
He was rushed to the hospital 
in an ambulance after it was 
[found he was running a fever 
[of 104.2. 

Tracy said his patient has 
been “confused and depressed’ 
possibly as a result of the book 
controversy, and “is to have 
nothing to do with anyone who 
has anything to do with the 
book” for the next three or 
four days. 

‘The pressure lowers, his re- 1 
sistance so he catches things | 
more easily,” the 1 doctor said. 
‘He has been terribly de-] 
pressed.” 

Manchester’s illness was de- 

:ribed as “a slight touch of] 
pneumonia in the lower left| 
lobe” of the -lung, hut Dr. 
Tracy said a complete diagnosis 
will take about two days. He is 
expected to be in the hospital 
for about a week. 

The author appeared to have 
recovered after he was treated 
several weeks ago for similar 
symptoms in London where he 
was working on a book, the 
[doctor said. 

One of Manchester’s friends, 
I John Payton, secretary of Wes- 


Book 


the cornea of his right eye, 
which he suffered Friday night! 
jwhen a pine needle struck him 
[as he was trimming, a Christ-] 
mas tree in his home. 

A Kennedy spokesman said: 
.“‘Naturally, this illness makes 
things just that much more 
difficult. Manchester can’t be 
consulted on the manuscript 
and that slows things, 
course.” 

Mrs. ' Kennedy already has 
reached agreement on deleting 
sections of a 60,000-word serial- 
ization of the manuscript that 
Look magazine plans to publish 
in the issue on the n 
Jan. 10. The book Is 
for publication on April 7. 


